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St. John's C of E Primary
School

Award Level: Distinction

Focus topics:

Your greatest overall success:

One of the school’s proudest achievements this year has been the way children have
embraced responsibility for their sustainability roles with passion and purpose. From the
whole school “Plant Together Day,” where students and staff enthusiastically worked
side by side to transform the grounds, to ongoing efforts of care and litter picking.

We also loved...

» Making your school space greener and cleaner is a powerful goal, and reconnecting
with the Wilderness Garden is a brilliant way to bring that vision to life. Outdoor
learning in natural environments has been shown to boost both mental and physical
health, helping children feel calmer, more focused, and more connected to the world
around them. Participating in the Great Big Green Week (GBGW) is another fantastic
step. This nationwide campaign empowers schools to take action on climate change
and biodiversity loss.

* Your Plant Together Day sounds like a truly inspiring event that brought the whole
school community together in the name of biodiversity and environmental action.
Led by your passionate Sustainability Champions, the initiative not only enhanced
your school grounds but also deepened connections between pupils, families, and
nature. The litter picking added another layer of success to this day.

* Year é's exploration of The Emerald Forest by Catherine Ward was a powerful way to
connect literacy with environmental awareness. Through the story’s focus on habitat
loss for orangutans, pupils gained a deeper understanding of the devastating
emotional and physical effects of deforestation and palm oil plantations on wildlife.
They investigated the lives of orangutans, learning how their populations are
declining due to shrinking rainforest habitats and the challenges posed by human
activity. This unit helped pupils understand the global impact of human activity on
wildlife and inspired discussions about how we can protect vulnerable species
through informed choices and action.

Next year, why not try...

Inviting your local MP to visit your school’s eco-projects. It is a brilliant way to celebrate
student achievement and amplify the impact of your work. When policymakers see eco-
initiatives in action—whether it's litter picking, biodiversity planting, or developing the
school grounds—they gain a first-hand understanding of the passion, creativity, and
leadership driving change at the grassroots level.
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